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little inconvenience ariſes to young men, or 

to the ſociety, from /imple fornication; and 
therefore that, if it be a vice at all, it is one of the 
loweſt kind, and ſuch as may be indulged to youth, 
in order to prevent the greater evi] of i improper en- 
gagements tor life. 


1 is a maxim too prevalent at this day, that 


On the other hand it appears to me, that young 
men do both themſelves and the ſociety very great 
injury by this irregular indulgence of their paſ- 
ſionsg and that the evils in which they, thereby, 
involve themſelves are often irremediable ; where- 
as the inconvenience they, by that means, avoid, 
is generally very trifling, if it be any inconvenig,.. 
ence at all. This I ſhall endeavour to 8 
ſtrate in the following obſervations: 


I. The mutual inclination of the ſexes, if {| 
was not accelerated by an improper conduct gf 
the mind, as, by inflaming the imagination, with 
reading, exhibitions, &c. and by neglectipg the 
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acquilition of uſeful knowledge, as well as by 
an improper diet and want of ſufficient exerciſe 
with reipect to the body, and in general by giv- 
ing no attention to laudable and vigorous pur- 
ſuits, would not diſcover itſelf ſo early as it now 
generally does; and when it did diſcover itſelf, 
the rational faculties being more advanced, it 
might be reſtrained within proper bounds, with- 
out real inconvenience. 


A redundancy of natural vigour is by no means 
uſcleſs, though it be not employ ed in the man- 
ner in which it is evident that nature intended it 
ſhould ultimately be employed; fince it contri- 
butes to make all the powers of the man, thoſe 
of the mind as well as thoſe of the body, more 
vigorous; qualifying him to exert himſelf in any 
undertaking with that ſpirit and effect which is 
expected from youth, and youth only; whereas 
exceſſive venery, eipecially in early lite, debili- 
tates excecdingly, and accelerates the Janguor 
and infirmities of old age: and nromiſcuous 
commerce inflames the paſſions, and exgtes to 
exccthve gratifications much more than the ſociety 
ot one only. 

* 

Peſides when perſons have become addicted to 
venery, they often perſiſt in the practice, not 
from any real ſatisfaction the y have in it, as the 
gratification of a natural paſſion (ſince they 
Jometimes continue the vir when the cana- 
rity of en; joyment is wholly extinct) but merely 
in conſequence of Halit; juſt as a perſon may 
conttuue to ſmoke, or chew tobacco, when it 
gives 
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gives him no real pleaſure, but perhaps pain. 
Now, though, with reſpect to the mind, there 
is often the greateſt difficulty in breaking habits 
of this kind, there is no real injury ſuſtained by 
it, When the want is altogether imaginary, the 
diſappoinment can only attect the imagination 
and fancy, On theſe accounts, the plea that 1s 
often uſed for venereal indulgence, as if the con- 
ſtitution required it, is generally mere pretence ; 
and men would, in fact, have in all reſpects, 
more enjoyment of life without it, 


IT. It muſt, and will be acknowledged, that 
debauching a young woman is doing her an 1r- 
reparable injury; but the buſineſs of proſtitution 
could not have begun without it; and thoſe who 
do ſeduce and ruin young women, are generally 
thoſe who have previouſly formed habits of de- 
bauchery by their commerce with common proſ- 
titutes ; and who have, by that means, acquired 
ſuch a propenſity to that indulgence, and withal 
ſo low an idea of the ſex (from having had to 
much to do with the moſt abandoned part of it) 
that they are prepared for committing any out- 


rage upon that molt amiable and moſt defenceleſs 


part of our ſpecies. Even the marriage-bed will 
not long be held ſacred by ſuch perſons; and in- 
deed we fee in jact, that adultery never fails to 
accompany, or to ſucceed, a general diſſoluteneſs 
of morals with reſpect to unmarried women. And 
certainly that cannot be no crime which leads to 
the commiſſion of what is conſeſſedly lo, 
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Beſides, no man begins the practice of forni- 
cation with thinking it to be no crime. And 
when, by the force of habit, and upon inſufficient 
grounds, a man can perſuade himſelf that what he 
once thought to be criminal, is not ſo, he is pre- 
pared for the ſame proceſs with reſpect to another 
criminal action, and of a higher nature. And 
he force of conſcience, in general, is weakened 
by every wilful tranſgreſſion of what we think to 
be our duty, I believe that the number of wo- 


nien who are debauched by thoſe who really in- 


tend to marry them at the time, is ſmall in com- 
parifon with thoſe who are ſeduced by perſons who 
had no ſuch intention; and if it were true, that 
the greater part of thoſe who debauched them did 
firſt intend to marry them, but afterwards changed 
their deſign and deſerted them, it would furniſh a 
{til ſtronger argument againſt any venereal indul- 
gence before marriage, 


III. As no man ever began the practice of for- 
nication with thinking it to be no crime, ſo nei- 
ther can he continue it without ſome ſenſe of 


Joame, at leaſt with reſpect to the more decent 


and worthy perſons of his acquaintance, whoſe 
characters he moſt reveres; and it is to be hoped 
that profiigacy of manners in a chriſtian country, 
will never be fo great, but that this ſpecies of li- 
centiouſneſs will be diſreputable, fo that a man 
who is addicted to it will be obliged to have re- 
courie to diſguiſe and concealment. No man, 
for nitance, who has the leaſt regard to the opi- 


nion of the world (by which ideas of decency and 
the 
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the modes of politeneſs are regulated) will venture 
to bring his miſtreſs into company with the ſame 

aſſurance as he would his wife. Now a man 
who has ſomething to conceal, has always ſomething 
to ar, and a detection would make him aihamed 
and confuſed ; and the ſtate of mind which theſe 
ſuſpicions and contrivances neceſlarily ſuperinduce 
is debaſin; z and inconſiſtent with a perfect enjoy- 
ment of life. "his unmixed ha ppineſs is molt 
righteouſly ee. by nature, and the God 
of nature, to the man of uniform and fearleſs in- 
tegrity, whoſe conduct is ſuch, that he has nothing 
to apprehend from the reproaches either of his owa 
conſcience, or of the world, 


It is pretended that ſecret, though guilty plea- 
ſures, are ſweet in conſequence of being ſo ; but 
a man's heart muſt be wretchedly depraved be- 
fore he can be capable of the ſentiment. On the 
contrary, it is the peculiar happineſs of the mar- 
ried tate, that the natural paſſions have their pro- 
per gratification without the interruption of the 
idea of ſhame or remorſe, which with all minds, 
in which there are any remains of ingenuity, great- 
ly leſſens the ſatisfaction; as with perſons who: 
minds are in a perfectly right it: te, in conſe quence 
of a true and deeply rooted tenſe of virtue, it would 

embitter and deitroy the ſatisfaction altogether, 
even at the time of enjoyment, 


The man who gratiſies his paſſions in no other 
way than the laws of nature and of his country 
authorize, feels that his mind is ſo far from being 
debaſed by the pureſt and moſt unallayed pleaſu. res 
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of ſenſe, that his generous and benevolent affec- 
tions are ſtrengthened by them; and the pleaſures 
and cares of a married life together finely improve 
his temper. They may almoſt be ſaid to new- 
make the man, and render him capable of feeling 
and acting in a manner greatly ſuperior to What 
he would otherwiſe have been capable of. 


IV. Whether it be acknowledged or not, it is 
well-known to thoſe who have ſufficient acquain- 
tance with lite, to be unqueſtionably true, that the 
molt valuable happineſs of a man in this world is 
that which ariſes to him from domeſtic relations, 
the ſociety of a wife and children; though a man 
who has not thoſe connexions cannot poſſibly form 
a juſt idea of if, Now this moſt valuable ſtock 
of happineſs is either- wholly given up, or the 
worth of it greatly impaired by all venereal indul- 
gence before marriage. No man who has ad- 
dicted himſelf to a promiſcuous commerce before 
marriage is capable of that perfect and entire af- 
fection for a wife and children, which a man na- 
turally entertains who has had no illicit gratifica- 
tion of that kind. In a ſmall degree the effect of 
this circumſtance may not be perceived ; but the 
effect of a long-continued profligacy in this re- 
ſpect is excecdingly manifeſt, as it is often ſeen to 
end in the moſt diſhonourable ſentiments, and a 
confirmed contempt of the whole ſex, with an ut- 
ter and unconquerable averſion to marriage, or 
ſuch an aptneſs to be diſguſted with the neceſſary 
inconveniencies of a married life, as to induce a 
huſband readily to quit his wife for a miſtreſs; and 

when 
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when this is done, whatever politeneſs may dictate, 
the true and proper happineſs of domeſtic life is 
over. Numberlels examples, eſpecially among the 
upper ranks of mankind, confirm theſe obſervations ; 
and the uſual conſequence in ſuch caſes are the 
extinction of families by celibacy, or the great dif. 
quiet and miſery of the individuals, connected un- 
der ſuch unfavourable circumſtances: living in con- 
tinual jealouſy and diſtruſt. 


As no man who has not been married can have 
a juſt idea of the proper ſatisfaction of the conju- 
cal ſtate, becauſe it depends upon feelings and 
habits of mind, acquired after entering into that 
ſtate, and in conſequence of it; ſo neither can 
the man who has indulged himſelf with a vari- 
ety of women before, or after marriage, have 
any idea of the unallayed ſatisfaction with which 


that man views his wife and children, who is 
conſcious that he hath lived to them only, having 


never had any other object of that kind of affec- 
tion; and who, being intitled to it, can Wit! 
confidence expect, a reciprocal and undivided af 


fection. 


By this means it is, and by this me ins only, 
that a foundation is laid for that ſtrong attach- 
ment which men and their wives, who have lived 
virtuouſly and happi.y together, generally have for 


each other; an attachment which i is not on ly / Of 


ten known to continue long after the period of ve⸗ 
nereal indulgence, but to go on increaing with 
age, even to extreme decrepitude. 
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This is finely expreſſed in the old ſong of Dar- 
by and Joan, 


No beauty nor wit they poſſeſs, 
Their ſeveral failings to ſmother ; 
"Then what are the charms, can you gueſs, 
That make them ſo fond of each other! 
I is the pleaſing remembrance of youth, 
The endearments which youth did beſtow, 
The thoughts of paſt pleaſure and truth, 
The beſt of our bleſſings below. 


Theſe traces for ever will laſt ; 
No ſickneſs or time can remove. 
For when youth and beauty are paſt, 
And age brings the winter of love, 
A friendſhip inſenſibly grows, 
By reviews of ſuch raptures as theſe ; 
The current of fondneſs {till flows, 
Which decrepit old age cannot freezes 


Now, in fact, every act of venereal indulgence 
before marriage is a deduCtion from this moſt va- 
aable ſtock of happineſs, which every man has a 
proſpect of ſecuring to himſelf, by the proper go- 
vernment of his paſſions, and confining them to 
one object. But alas! how many raſhly throw 
into the vortex of youth, where it is quickly diſſi- 
pated and loſt, that which might laſt through lite. 
In fact, it is the folly of the man who diflolved and 
{wallowed a pearl of immenſe worth, which could 
have given him no real ſatisfaction, and which, if 
Pre ſerved and properly applied, might have been 


made ſubſervicnt to innumerable excellent uſes. 


V. Ih 


ire. 
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V. If, in conſequence of unreſtrained indul- 
gence, a man ſhould have children by more Mo- 
men than one (and every man ſhould always 4 
his account with the natural and probable conſe- 
quences of his actions) the evils reſulting from it 
are mani feſt, and the embarraſſment in which that 
circumſtance will involve him, if he have the leaſt 
ſenſe of the duty of a parent, mult be exceeding]: 
great. Whatever diſtiné tion the laws of particu- 
lar countries may make between wives and concu- 
bines, every man is under a natural and indiſpen- 
{ible obligation to provide for the happineſs of all 
his offspring. In the eye of. reaſon every child 
that owes it's birth to any perlen has an equal 
claim upon him. But how cen he give equal and 
ſufficient attention to all his children, legitimate 
and legitimate, without exciting the jealouſy and 
hatred of the different mothers? and with what 
proſpect of ſucceſs can he endeavour to inſtil into 
their minds the principles of virtue and ſobriety 
( whic h is certainly as m. ich his duty as maki! ＋ 
proviſion for their comfortable ſettlement in the 


world) when he ſets thera ſuch an example as this 


in his own conduct? 


Again, how can a man vrho has any remains of 
moral or huma NC feclings, bear to con der the 
condition into which he introduces his egitimate 
children? They will be looked on w 1 dit Zuſt 
and averſion by! nis wiſe her children, and all his 
other relations, as a diſgrace to the family, if not a 
burthen alſo. He himſelf will entertain ſimilar 
ſentiments towards them, in a greater or ie!s de- 
gree. In conſcquence, their education will be 
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miſerably neglected, the world will treat them with 
ſcorn and inſult, they will be caſt out to aſſociate 
with the meaneſt and moſt profligate perſons, and 
doomed themſelves to profligacy and wretchedneſs, 


At leaſt this generally proves to be the caſe in 
fact, 


VI. The natural reaſon why, contrary to the 
cuſtom of brute creatures, a man ought to be con- 
fined to one woman during their joint lives (be- 
ſides the occaſion there is for it, on account of the 
want of their care and attention to their children, 
even till they are conſiderably advanced in life) is, 
that a ſtrong affection of mind, leading to a per- 
manent f7iendfhip, conſtitutes the principal part of 
the tye in the human ſpecies ; whereas brutes are 
not capable of ſo great a degree of refinement ; 
and this mental attachment, in order to be of real 
value, muſt be undivided. We fee in fact, that, 
in the Eaſtern countries, where men avail them- 
ſelves of their legal privilege of having ſeveral 
wives or concubines, mutual affec719m either has 
no place at all, ſo that their commerce is merely 
ſuch as that of the brutes, or when a preference 
is given to one wife, the reſt are a prey to envy, 
jealouſy, and malice, which has often the moſt fatal 


eſle ds both with reſpect to himſelf and them. 


It would certainly be the beſt, if young men 
and women ſhould never have any other attach- 
ments than thoſe which are to continue through 
life; and therefore that the firſt paſſion, provided 


there be nothing imprudent in the connection, 
{hould 


— 
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ſhould not be interrupted, fo that no perſon ſhould 
ever have had more than one and the ſame object 
of this entire affection and eſteem. But though 
this perfect chaſtity of thought and ſentiment can 
ſeldom be expected, at leaſt in both the parties, 
and eſpecially that of the man, in the uſual ſtate 
of things in the world, we ſhould endeavour to 
come as near to the ſtandard of perfection in this 
reſpect as we can ; and little obſtacles, arifing from 
inequality of fortune, &c. ſhould be overlooked, 
for the fake of what is of much greater value, 


It muſt be acknowledged, however, that diſap- 
pointments in love, as well as di{appointments of 
any other kind, are often of excellent uſe in the diſ- 
cipline of the mind; but this conſideration ſhould 
no more recommend them to our choice, than 
evils of any other kind, all of which, we have no 
reaſon to doubt, are ſubſervient to the wiſeſt and 
beſt purpoſes under the perfect moral government 
of God, 


VII. Parents are apt to be much alarmed at 
the thoughts of their ſons marrying before they 
have acquired a fortune ſufficient to maintain a 
wife and family in the manner in which themſelves 
have lived: but they do not conſider that when 
men act upon this maxim, they generally defer 
marriage till it be too late for them to have any 
real enjoyment of it; and when, in conſequence of 
being long accuſtomed to a ſingle life, they have 
contracted a diſinclination to a change of it, ex- 
cept in ſuch circumſtances, with reſpect to fortune 

only, 
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only, as make it generally joyleſs and unhappy. 
Marriage without children, eſpecially on account 
of age, as it does not aniwer the intention of na- 
ture in marriage, ſo neither is it poſſible that it 
ſhould be attended with the proper ſatisfaction and 
happineſs of that ſtate, 


Beſides, a man's happineſs conſiſts chiefly in the 
full exertion of his facuities, when it is not attend- 
ed with anxiety about the real neceſſaries of life; 
and a riſing family is the greateſt ſpur to diligence 
in the world ; at the ſame time that the plealures 
of it make all the labour ſweet. What is more 
frequently obſerved than even great fortunes raiſed 
from nothing, on the one hand, and the little that 
is often made of very conſiderable fortunes, with 
which young men begin trade, on the other ! 


Induſtry and frugality ſeldom fail to raiſe a man 
in the world, and the enjoyment which he has in 
ſeeing his family and fortune both increaſing in 
proportion to one another, is infinitely ſuperior to 
any ſatisfaction that he could poſſibly have in 
bringing up children to a fortune already acquired 
to his hands. Alſo, when perſons begin the world 
with nothing, or but a moderate competency, they 
have a conſtant motive to temperance as well as 
to induſtry ; and this is both a great ſecurity to vir 
tue, and a neceſſary foundation of real happineſs, 


The only objection that ought to be made to a 
man's marrying what is called beneath himfelf, re- 
ſpeRs education and 1marnizers, and net fortune; for 


if he continue to keep company in which his wife 
is 
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is aukward and embarraſſed, whatever love there 
might be at the commencement of the engagement, 
he will certainly at length become aſhamed of 
her, and diſguſted with her. But I ſce no ſuf- 
ficient objection to mere inequality of fortune, 
between perſons of equal education, underſtand- 
ing, and knowledge of the world, It muſt be 
owned, however, that equality of fortune is like- 
wiſe deſirable, and ought to determine the choice 
when other circumſtances, of more conſequence, 
are equal, 


It is a conſiderable objection to perſons defer- 
ring marriage till they have acquired a fortune, 
and indeed to the acquilition of a great fortune, 
that there is often little aftection and cordiality be- 
tween very rich parents and their heirs ; the fa- 
ther conſidering his heir, though his own fon, with 
a degree of jealouſy and diſguſt, and the fon conſi- 
dering his father as he would do any other perſon 
who thould keep him out of the poſſeſſion of an 
eſtate; and this ſituation muſt be exceedingly un- 
favourable to domeſtic happineſs. 


On the other hand, the parental and filial af- 
fections have their natural and uncontrouled courſe, 
where the parent, by an exertion of induitry and 
frugality, of which the fon is a witneſs, does little 
more than put him into a favourable ſituation for 
maintaining himſelf. In this caſe, the father 
conſiders his fon, not as one who is a burden upon 
him, and who, as he ſuſpects, wiſhes him out of 
the way, but as the ſtaff and ſupport of his declin- 
ing years; and the fon, always capable of being 

bene fited 
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benefited by the counſel and advice of his aged 
parent, continually feels the obligation of ſupporc- 
ing him, and making his laſt days comfortable. 
Alſo, yielding one other, as they in this caſe 
neceſſarily muſt do, mutual ſupport through lite, 
they will have that frequent tercour/e, which the 
eſtabliſhed modes of living hardly admit between 
arents and children in very high life, but which is 
abſolutely neceſſary to a reciprocal and laſting 


affection. 


This is one among the many advantages by 
which thoſe which are on the ſide of riches are 
compenſated, and by which, in e excellent con- 
ſtitution of nature, proviſion is made for an almoſt 
equality of real happineſs in al! te ranks of life. 
Much, indeed, might be done by the rich to obvi- 
ate this inconvenience; as much ma be done by 


. the poor to remedy their reſpective inconvenien- 


cies; but they ſeldom give themſelves leiſure to at- 
tend to it. 


In this place I ſhall take the liberty to introduce 
fome obſervations which relate to this ſubj-ct from 
Dr. Prieſtley s Inſtitutes of Natural and Revealed 


Religion, 


The experience of ages teſtifies, that marriage, 
at a proper time of life, whereby one man is con- 
fined to one woman, is molt favourable to health, 
and the true enjoyment of life, It is the mezns of 
railing the greateſt number of healthy ch idren, 
and of making the beſt proviſion for their inſtruc- 


tion and ſettlement in life ; which is ſufficient to 
demonſtrate 
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demonſtrate the preference of this to every other 
mode of indulging our natural paſſions. 


Marriage is, moreover, of excellent uſe as a 
means of transſerring our affections from ourſelves 
to others. We ſee, not in extraordinary Caſes 
only, but, generally, in common life, that a man 
prefers the happineſs of his wife and children to 
his own; and his regard for them is frequently a 
motive to ſuch induſtry, and ſich an exertion of 
his powers, as would make him exceedingly un- 
happy, if it were not for the conſideration of the 
benefit that accrues to them from it. In many 
caſes we ſee men riſking their lives, and even ruſh- 
ing on certain death in their defence. The fame 
is alſo, generally, the attachment of wives to their 
huſbands, and ſometimes, but not ſo generally, the 
attachment of children to their parents, 


« Tt may be added, that when once a man's af- 
fections have been transferred from himſelf to 
others, even to his wife and children, they are 
more eaſily extended to other perſons, ſtill more 
remote from him, and that by this means he is in 
the way of acquiring a principle of general bene- 
yolence, patriotiſm, and public ſpirit, which per- 
ſons who live to be old without eyer marrying are 
not generally remarkable for, The attention of 
theſe perſons having been long confined to them- 
ſelves, they often grow more and more ſelfiſh and 
narrow-ſpirited; lo as to be actuated in all their 
purſuits by a joyleſs deſire of accumulating what 
they cannot conſume themſelves, and what they 
muſt leave to thoſe who, they know, haye but 

little 
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little regard for them, and for whom they have but 
little regard. 


A ſeries of family-cares, (in which a conſide- 
Table degree of anxiety and painful ſ v mp? thy have 
a good eſtect) greatly i Improves, and, as it were, 
mellotus the mind of man. It furniſhes a kind oi 
exerciſe and diſcipline, which eminently fits him 
for great and generous conduct; and, in fact, makes 
him a ſuperior kind of being, with reſpect to the 
general iity of thoſe who have "had no family con 
neclions. 


« On the other hand, a courſe of lewd indul- 
gence, without family cares, ſinks a man belov- 
his natural level, Promiſcuous commerce gives an 
indelibly vicious taint to the imagination, ſo that 
to the lateſt term of lite thoſe ideas will be predo- 
minant which are proper only to youthful vigour, 
And what in nature is more wretched, abſurd, and 
deſpicable, than to have the mind continually 
haunted with the idea of pleafures which can- 
not be enjoyed, and which ought to have been 
long abandoned for entertainraents more ſuited 
to years ? 


« Beſides, all the pleaſures of the ſexes, in 
the human ſpecies, who cannot abſolutely fin 
themſelves ſo low as the brutcs, depend much 
upon 9:71:61, Or particular n mental Ss: 
and conſequently they are greatly heightened by 
ſentiments of lade and affeetron, which have no 
place with common proſtitutes or concubin 
with whom the connection is only eee r 

temporary, 
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temporary, and conſequently ſlight. Thoſe per- 
ſons, therefore, who give themſelves up to the 
lawlets indulgence of their paſſions, beſides be- 
ing expoſed to the moſt loathſome and painful 
diſorders; beſides exhauſting the powers of na- 
ture prematurely, and ſubjecting themſelves to 
ſevere remorſe of mind ; have not, whatever they 
may fancy or pretend, any thing like the real 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction that perſons g generally 
have in the inarried ſtate.“ 


Before I conclude theſe obſervations, I ſhall 
add, that it is more in the power of ye wore, 
than of any thing that can be ſuggetted to young 
men, either by myſelf, their friends, or their own 
reflections, to bring them into a right method 
of thinking and acting in this re! ſet. Were it 
ſufficiently known to young men, that a commerce 
with the abandoned part of the ſex would be a 
bar to their acceptance with the modeſt and wor- 
thy part of it, and that known profligacy in this 
reſpect would be real infamy, the end that J 
have in view would be ellectualy anſwered, 
But I am my to obſerve, that I cannot avail 
myſelf of: appe⸗ al to the conduct of the gene- 
rality of yo wng ladies, who have had what is cal- 


led a polite £4ucation, in aid of my argument. 


Whether they have learned this part of their 
morality from wretched modern plays, in which 
it is conſtantly inculcated, or from any other 
ſource, they do not ſeem to have = objection 
to a ſuitor on account of his illicit amours ; 
imagining perhaps that a reformed 3 will make 

te 
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the beſt huſtand; though, if there be any truth 
in the preceding obe vations, never was any 
maxim worſe founded. If it were poſſible that a 
rake, as the word is generally underſtood, ſhould 
be completely reformed, which, however, is very 
queſtionable, it is certain that he never can make 
a good huſband; or be a ſuitable object of the 
intire affection and confidence of a worthy wo- 
man, and a proper father to their common chil- 
dren. 


Would this amiable part of our ſpecies only 
do themſelves the juſtice, to inſiſt upon the ſame 
ſtrict chaſtity and honour with reſpect to men, 
which men univerſally inſiſt upon with reſpect 
to them, our ſex would, no doubt, be as virtuous 
as theirs, and tiiey would make much better huſ- 
bands and fathers than they now do, In coun- 
tries where no object is made of the chaſtity of 
women before marriage, their morals in this re- 
ſpect are as diſſolute as ours, 


It gives me pain to lay any par“ of the pro- 
fligacy of morals in young men to the charge of 
young women, whoſe own morals are ſo exem- 
plary ; and eſpecially to hint, as J muſt do, that it 
is, in reality, owing to their having leſs delicacy in 
this reſpect than men have. But each ſex is na- 
turally the tutor to the. other, and by this aid 
vices are beſt reformed and virtues promoted, 


THE 
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THE CONCLUSION, 
Reaſon and philoſophy, which will always be 


made to lean to the ſide of inclination, do, with 
many perſons, give too much countenance to the 
licentiouſneſs of the preſent age; but though 
men are ſhort- ſighted with reſpect to their true 
and ultimate happineſs, the more wile and pro- 
vident parent of mankind has been pleaſed to in- 
terpoſe his expreſs authority in favour of thoſs 
rules of conduct, which he knows to be of fo much 
conſequence to the real welfare of his offspring. 


In the ſcriptures, the irregular commerce of the 
ſexes is forbidden in the mot peremptory man- 
ner. IV horemongers as well as 4 lulterers (we 
read Hcb. xii. 4.) God will judge.” We are 
alſo exprefsly aſſured (1 Cor. vi. c.) that © nei- 
#21 r fornicators nor adulterers ſhall juherit the hin 2 — 
dm of Gad.“ Tea fo much purity is required of 
chriſtians, (Eph. V. 3. 3 that formeation and all 
uncleanneſs is not to be ſo much as once ud med among /f 
1165 neither filthineſs, fooliſh talking, or obſcene jeſt- 
ing; and we are forewarned that becarſe of theſe 
things the wrats of God cometh upon the children of 
diſpbedience,”? The apoſtle Peter alſo moſt ear- 
neſtly and affectionately admoniſhes us on this 
ſubject, (7 Pet. it. 1) « Dearly beloved, I beſerch 


you, as pitgrims and ſtrangers > Alain from fieſhly 
lufts, which war againſt the » ſoul. 5 


A man who has any belief in revelation can 
have no doubt about the regulation of his con- 


duct 
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duct in this reſpect; and therefore my principal 
object in the preceding conſiderations has been to 
ſhew that, even without any regard to the au- 
thority of God, a juſt knowledge of human 
nature and human lite, ſhould lead us to adopt 
the very ſame maxims of ſtrict purity and chaſ- 
tity, which he has preſcribed to us. 


Let it be obſerved alſo, that the object of theſe 
conſiderations, is, the proviſion for a man's hap- 
pineſs in this life upon the whole, ariſing from in- 
tellectual as well as corporeal pleaſures, ſo that 
though by keeping himſelf within the bounds of 
ſtrict chaſtity, there ſhould be even a certainty 
of a man's abandoning pleaſures which would 
have done him no corporeal injury (though, con- 
ſidering the painful, loathſome, and diſgraceful 
diſeaſes to which a licentious conduct frequently 
expoſes a man, the chance is upon the whole 
againſt him even in this reſpe<t) yet he is a real 
gainer by the ſacrifice, provided the Joſs be ſuf- 
ficiently compenſated by mental ſatisfactions. 


But religion demonſtrates it to be our wiſdom 
to make even greater facrihces than theſe. For 
if in conſequence of conſcientiouſly doing the 
will of God, though it ſhould require the Mor- 
tification of our members that are of the earth, and, 
in the expreflive language of our Saviour, the 
cutting off a right-hand or plucking out a right 
ye, fo that we have leſs enjoyment of this life 
upon the whole, we are aſſured of an abundant 


recompence at the reſurrettion of the juſt, 


In 
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In other words, the true principles of ph:/:ſ9- 
phy encourage a man to perſevere in a courſe of 
ſtrict chaſtity, as well as in the practice of every 
other virtue, by the proſpect of his thereby 
ſtanding a better chance for a purer and more 
laſting enjoyment of this life; and religion aſſures 
him, that though, contrary to reaſonable expec- 
tation, this chance ſhould fail him, he ſhall not 
be a loſer in the whole of his exiſtence, or have 
any reaſon to repent of the reſolution to which he 
has adhered, 
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